
 

 
 

 
                    

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
                    

          
    

           
         

             
          
 

 

 

 
 

 

           
    

     
       
          

   
           

  
             

  

 

 

 

        
      

      
       

       

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Learn more

Learn more

Assisting Students with Reading: Response to Intervention 
(RtI) and Multi-Tier Intervention in the Primary Grades 

Practice Guide Summaries 

1 
Screen all students for potential reading problems at the 
beginning of the year and again in the middle of the year. 
1. Create a building-level team to facilitate the implementation of 

universal screening and progress monitoring. 
2. Select a set of efficient screening measures that identify children 

at risk for poor reading outcomes with reasonable accuracy. 
3. Use benchmarks or growth rates (or a combination of the two) to 

identify children at low, moderate, or high risk for developing 
reading difficulties. 

2 
Provide time for differentiated reading instruction for all 
students based on assessments of students’ current 
reading level. 
1. Provide training for teachers on how to collect and interpret student data 

on reading efficiently and reliably. 
2. Develop data-driven decision rules for providing differentiated instruction 

to students at varied reading proficiency levels for part of the day. 
3. Differentiate instruction—including varying time, content, and degree of 

support and scaffolding—based on students’ assessed skills. 

3 
Provide intensive, systematic instruction on up to three 
foundational reading skills in small groups to students 
who score below the benchmark score on universal 
screening. 

1. Use a curriculum that addresses the components of reading instruction 
(phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, comprehension, and fluency) 
and relates to students’needs and developmental level. 

2. Implement this program three to five times a week, for approximately 20 to 
40 minutes. 

3. Build skills gradually and provide a high level of teacher-student interaction 
with opportunities for practice and feedback. 
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4 
Monitor the progress of tier 2 students at least once 
a month. 

1. Monitor progress of tier 2 students on a regular basis using grade 
appropriate measures. Monitoring of progress should occur at least eight 
times during the school year. 

2. While providing tier 2 instruction, use progress monitoring data to 
identify students needing additional instruction. 

3. Consider using progress monitoring data to regroup tier 2 students 
approximately every six weeks. 

5 
Provide intensive instruction on a daily basis that 
promotes the development of the various 
components of reading proficiency to students 
who show minimal progress after reasonable time 
in tier 2 small group instruction (tier 3). 

1. Implement concentrated instruction that is focused on a small but 
targeted set of reading skills. 

2. Adjust the overall lesson pace. 
3. Schedule multiple and extended instructional sessions daily. 
4. Include opportunities for extensive practice and high quality feedback 

with one-on one instruction. 
5. Plan and individualize tier 3 instruction using input from a school-

based RtI team. 
6. Ensure that tier 3 students master a reading skill or strategy before 

moving on. 

This is an abbreviated digest of the Practice Guide cited below. It was created for instructional leaders and supervisors who are responsible for ensuring quality literacy 
programming but not responsible for implementing the evidence-based practices (EBP). The infographic is designed for awareness only. Access the Practice Guide for full 
understanding and implementation of the EBP. 

Adapted from: Gersten, R., Compton, D., Connor, C.M., Dimino, J., Santoro, L., Linan-Thompson, S., and Tilly, W.D. (2008). Assisting students struggling with reading: Response 
to Intervention and multi-tier intervention for reading in the primary grades. A practice guide. (NCEE 2009-4045). Washington, DC: National Center for Edu-cation Evaluation 
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